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in the seventh and first in the eighth grade, while in history the 
student stood second in the fifth, sixth and seventh grades and 
fourth in the eighth grade. In 1931 and 1932 the results were 
even higher. 

All the activities of these schools, here only briefiy suggested. 
constitute Park City one of the most interesting educational centers 
of the state and they. throw into prominence Mr. Alston as one of 
the most dynamic school men of the intermountain country. 


FRANK DEFA was born in the City of Rome, Italy, February 
14, , and became a resident of Utah when he was a lad of 
twelve years. Here his record has been one of exceptionally in- 
teresting order and has shown splendid energy and resourceful- 
ness on his part. He is now one of the notably successful ranchers 
and merchants of Duchesne County, where his fine ranch is sit- 
uated about midway between the villages of Hanna and Tabiona. 
His parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Defa, passed their entire lives in 
Italy, and he himself there received his early education. One of 
his older brothers preceded him to the United States, and he was 
twelve years of age at the time of his arrival as a stranger in a 
strange land. During a period of two years he sold newspapers 
and polished shoes at the corner of Cleveland and High streets in 
Salt Lake City, and he then entered upon an apprenticeship to the 
trade of machinist in railroad shops in that city. At the age of 
nineteen years he returned to Italy for a visit and was seized by 
the government to render military service. While in this service 
he was assigned duty as interpreter in the City of Naples, by rea- 
son of his ability to speak several languages, and this service was 
mainly rendered for the convenience of tourists. At the expira- 
tion of his term of military service he had a fund of $3,000, and 
decided to tour Europe before returning to the United States. He 
thus traveled extensively in France, Spain and other countries, 
besides visiting Constantinople, and fifteen|months after receiving 
his discharge from military service he again arrived in Salt Lake 
City. In the meanwhile he had spent virtually his entire fund of 
savings. During the ensuing three years he was again employed 
in the local railroad shops, and in the meanwhile he was joined 
by his bride, whom he had wedded while in his native land. Upon 
the opening to settlement of the former Indian reservation that 
now included Duchesne County he and his) wife came to the new 
district to seek their fortunes, their total capital at the time hav- 
ing been about $400. Through his knowledge of the Spanish lan- 
guage he was able to converse in the same with some of the Indians 
of the locality, and he learned from them that they had for sale a 
number of wild horses. He consulted with Edward Murdock, a 
business man of a neighboring settlement, to whom he agreed to 
deliver such horses at the rate of ten dollars a head. He pur- 
chased horses from the Indians at about five dollars each, and 
during his first year on the former reservation he accumulated 
about $2,000 by his operations along this line. He then turned 
his attention to dealing in cattle and sheep. Each fall he would 
buy both ewes and lambs, and early in the spring he would shear 
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Thanks also for all the love and support from 
Bishop. ; 
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“Beam Me Up Scotty!” 
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